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Abstract
Cartographic methods and geo-information techniques have already proven their significance for early warning and disaster management response. We can acquire and provide huge amounts of data from many sensors, which then to process and analyze to get useful geo-information for EW & DM's purposes. This information is essential for informed decision-making in order to protect citizens in a better way, reduce impact to property, monitor the disaster, make estimates on the damages and losses, etc. The acquisition, accessibility and sharing of the multi-resource data facilitate geo-visualisation and cartographic representation of spatial information and contribute enormously to improve the disaster management process.

We will discuss the applicability and the role of cartography and some important aspects of maps, before, during and after emergency situations and for disaster management. Particular attention will be paid to the Earth observation data for special thematic map's producing, the necessary elements for disaster and risk maps, type of the symbols and colour schemes used for such maps, and to the user-centred maps. Additionally cartographic representations are estimated with respect to need of conventional standards, multi-dimensional aspects, objects’ classifications, symbol systems for different users and cases, 3D cartographic modelling for evacuation needs, animated representations, and augmented reality. After so good technological development of cartographic science the open question for discussion is: "Are we ready to make better disaster management?"
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