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Abstract
The number of Free and Open Source Software for Geoinformatics (FOSS4G) of good quality is growing dramatically over the course of the last decade. Some of them have reached such a development in functionality that can effortlessly replace well-known proprietary programs that currently dominate the geospatial market. For creators of maps, for analysts of geospatial information and for the various everyday GIS tasks we mainly use one of the existing desktop GIS program. Beside global mapping giants ESRI and Intergraph, there are several excellent Free and Open Source desktop GIS software packages such as: GRASS, gvSIG, SAGA, ILWIS, MapWindows, Whitebox and QGIS. According to the ESRI, desktop GIS is mapping software that is installed onto and runs on a personal computer and allows users to display, query, update and analyze data about geographical locations and the information linked to those locations. One of the most popular and the most widely available desktop FOSS is QGIS. QGIS is a user friendly desktop GIS, part of the Open Source Geospatial Foundation (OSGeo) as an official project, used to make maps and analyze spatial data. QGIS is distributed under the General Public License (GNU). QGIS is a multi-platform package and runs on different operating systems including Linux, Unix, Mac OS X, Windows and Android. QGIS is growing fast, a new version of QGIS is released every four months and every third release is a long-term-release (LTR). QGIS has a great online manual, training material, studies, commercial and a number of ‘how-to’ examples written by people who use QGIS. At the beginning of this paper a general introduction and the philosophy of FOSS will be introduced. This paper also introduces the basic concepts and mayor functions of QGIS, as well as the most popular plug-ins available to expand functionality of QGIS.
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