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Abstract

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) was newly and progressively formulated in U.N. DRR conference in Sendai in 2015. In compare with earlier used early warning (EW) and disaster/crises management (CM) approaches, the newest one is wider and deeper, covering four main priorities for action: Priority 1: Understanding disaster risk; Priority 2: Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk; Priority 3: Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience; Priority 4: Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and to “Build Back Better” in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.
Cartography and GI Science were part of ambitious to help improve quality of both EW and CM and offer new and better support and help to achieve human-centred, better and effective solutions. Now question is how to develop an agenda in all DRR field. This process starts and at this moment there are more challenges than real new results. Definitely we (as ICA CEW&CM commission) should create wider and complex cartographical approaches which will reflect analyses, new knowledge and expected support defined in U.N. DRR Sendai documents. It is evident that we should more include potential customers and users to our efforts, try to be selective and flexible to investigate needs of different groups in our societies, like children or seniors. We should also think about various aspects of risks in developing but also developed countries and their new forms (e.g. disasters which happened in big agglomerations, like floods or slides of garbage dumps).

All cartographical efforts should pay attention for development of new scientific and technological approaches, like that coming from existence of Big Data (and derived Smart Data), efforts in individual states designing SDIs, U.N, efforts like GGIM and above mentioned DRR. We already have existing projects and efforts like GEO and GEOSS, COPERNICUS and INSPIRE or concepts of Digital Earth or GSDI. There are also strong impulses coming from VGI investigations or strong technological support from VGE efforts.

Cartography will use its research and application potentials in DRR only if connected and reacting for real problems of humankinds. Author of Abstract will explain some of them.
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