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Abstract

Tourist maps are thematic maps, and their design and content are specific. Among the 14 collections of the Croatian Museum of Tourism is a Collection of Tourist Maps and Plans, which contains 419 items. Most of the maps have been collected in cooperation with tourist boards from all over the Republic of Croatia. This action brought together a substantial part of the Collection, which is permanently stored in the Museum, and will continue to be enriched.

During the collection and inventory of the maps, the work on the exhibition and the preparation of the catalogue of the Collection of Tourist Maps and Plans, the characteristics and specific features of the tourist maps were supplied, after which their definition and meaning were formulated, as well as their development through history (the first tourist maps in Croatia). Next, the division and types of tourist maps were determined, together with their periodization in connection with the main periods of tourism development. The clients that ordered the creation of the maps and the extent to which they defined their main topic were detected, as well as the publishers, designers and printers of the maps. Tourist maps are characterised by specific content and design of different qualitative levels. They can be interpreted from the point of view of tourists, but they can also be used as a valuable source for gaining insight into the history of tourism and the development of society through the changing political conditions between the late 19th century and present day. 

The exhibition "Tourist Maps - Invitations and Mementos", Collection of Tourist Maps and Plans of the Croatian Museum of Tourism, was set up in December 2015.
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